A bioabsorbable microcatheter for the continuous and direct treatment of surgical sites.
A bioabsorbable microcatheter comprising of a polyglycolideco-lactide microtube and an absorbable braid is developed for the continuous delivery of therapeutic fluids directly to a surgical site. Studies conducted with tissue staining dye and radio-opaque solution using porcine models indicate that infusion of fluids in the wound site is rapid and complete. The tissue reaction to the microtube and braid is generally characterized by minimal to mild chronic inflammation or foreign body reaction that decreases in severity as the material is absorbed. The microtube is considered to be absorbed at 56 days postimplantation while the bulk of the braid is considered to be absorbed by 70 days postimplantation.